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BUILDING ACTIVITY, VICTORIA

SEPTEMBER QUARTER 1995
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
Value of building work done at average 1989-90 prices, » In scasonally adjusicd average 1989-90 prices, the total
seasonally adjusted value of building work done during the September quarter

1995 rose 5.0% to $1,633.5 million. This level is the
highest since the December quarter 1990.

% change on

» Work donc on new residential building rose 3.8% but was
stiff 10.5% below that of a year carlier. Most of the
increase during the quarter was attributable to other resi-

June quarter 1995 Sept quarter {994

New residential build: LR -10.5 p Sy :

Alterations and additions dential buildings. for which the value of work done rose
to residential buildings 10.3 -6.5 10 the highest since tlie June quarter 1985.

Non-residential building 82 0.8

Total building 5.0 71 + Work done on non-residential building rose 8.2% during

the quarterto $822 .5 million, the highest since the Decem-
ber quanter 1990 and 30.8% above that of a year earlier.
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INQUIRIES o Jfor more information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related unpublished

statistics, contact Rex Porler on Adelaide (08) 237 7496 or any ABS State Office.
v for information about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back of this publication.
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS — coantinuved

Value of building work commenced at average 1989-90 Number of dwelling units commenced, seasonally
prices adjusted :
% change on % change on
June guarter 1995 Sept guarter 1994 June guarter 1993 Sept quarter 1994

New residential building -131 -15.8 Private sector houses sX1} -19.1
Alterations and additions Private sector dwelling units -2.0 -21.2

to residential buildings -6.6 -0.7 Total dwellin B _ ~16.9
Nen-residential building 2.2 30.1 otal dwelling units 5S¢ .
Total building —6.1 2.0

¢ In seasonally adjusted terms, the estimalte of the total

e Inaverage 1989-90 prices, the total value of all building e oy ommenced during the quarter

work commensced during the quarter declined 6.1% to

$1,338.6 million. s Although the number of privatc scctor liouse commence-

ments remained stable during the quarier. they were down

» This decline was auribl;:able 1o a lafgclfa!{ dc.'f 59‘80’;". i{' 19.1% on a year earlier. Howcver. commencements of
gomm:(iligemcnls lgf Otl etrli rﬁs}&;c]['?gl;l 'llll'l lﬂgsh“’J“C ' private sector dwelling units in total were down 9.0% duc
qutgl:lji%r l‘)rg;ntg ;e p 2“; ‘;-[E“m% Ow'efallnlcl:oi?ur;llf:lllr:e?'nélrﬁg (o a farge Tall in commencemeits of private scctor other
of new residential buildings were down 13.1% to $590.7 resideniial dwelling wuts
million,

» There was a small increase of 2.2% to $595.0 million in

the value of non-residential buildings cominenced during NEW Dg‘&hﬁﬁﬂ‘lﬁf&{}’g{f“w
the quarter and this level was 30.1% above that of the : Nt
; : .
relatively low figuce ol a year earlier. 5,000
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¢ The total value of all building work done increased 2.1%
during the quarier to $1,551.3 mullion.

¢ The total value of all building work commenced during
the quarter was down 5.1% to $1,286.7 million. A large
drop incommencements of other residential buildings was
responsible for the value of total new residential buildings
falling 10.1% to $629.6 million. Non-residential build-
ings commenced rose 2.8% to $492.0 million.

e The total number of dwelling units commenced fell 320
10 6,481. A fall of 588 privatc scctor diwelling units was
partially offset by an increase of 268 in the number of
government sector dwelling units commenced.

+  Work yet 10 be done on jobs under construction at the end
of the quarter was down 9.9%to $1,771.1 million or 1.14
times the work done for the Scptember quarter 1995.
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TABLE 6. NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS BY STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION, VICTORIA

SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES

Houses Total
Private Private
sectar Toial sector Total
Period Commenred Complered el Completed Commenced Completed ed Completed
1994 Jupe qtr 6,835 6426 6917 6.727 7535 6,953 7.896 7,33¢
Sept. gtr 6,879 6.4671 7,060 6.896 7523 7507 7,777 7647
Dec. qtr 6.885 7.334 7.20 7.454 7,769 R.024 7974 R309
1995 Mar. gtr 5931 6896 56038 7,128 6531 7627 6,833 7.959
June qur ¢ 5.564 5.797 5.651 5.916 6,515 6,001 6,804 6,404
Sept. qtr 5.566 5856 5783 5,963 5929 6,452 6.464 6,630
TABLE 7. VALUE OF BUILDING WORK DONE, VICTORIA
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES
(S million)
New residential lulding Alrerarions and Non-residential building
g 1ol o

Crher residential residential Privare Toral

Period Houges buildings Tatal bugldings sector Toral Fuilding

1994 June qir 6418 76.1 7183 1792 3571 502.2 14052

Sept. qit 56940 8h.6 7548 1839 EL X 5015 1,437.7

Dec. gtr 689.7 146 7655 186.7 4148 5969 15325

1995 Mar. gtr 6159 62.7 687.1 1778 400 5 8007 1.475.8

June qurr 587.0 156 6631 1589 421.8 6203 14555

Sept. qtr S00L7 89.9 6895 176.2 485.0 6778 15409
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TABLE 8. VALUE OF BUILDING WORK COMMENCED, AT AVERAGE 1989-98 PRICES (), VICTORIA

($ million)
New residential tuiiding Alverations and Non-residenvial inilding
addifiont ta

Other residential residential Privare Total

Period Hauses buildings Total buildings sector Total building
1992.83 21763 2156 23519 5482 1.3221 1,919.0 4.859.1
1993-94 24357 IR5.3 28210 668.1 2.386.2 31824 6,671.5
1994-95 2,295.1 5a3 28114 6319 15710 237R0 58213
1994 June gir 626.4 95.1 7215 2057 9481 1,140.5 2.067.7
Sept. qir 627.1 743 7014 1533 3208 4575 1312.2

Dec. qir 6628 17 7745 170.0 459.0 7637 1,708.2
1995 Mar. qtr 481.9 174.0 6559 1455 307 $74.6 1.376.0
June qtrr 5233 1563 8796 163.1 399.5 582.2 1,424.9
Sept. qtr 5278 629 5907 1523 443.2 595.0 1,338.0

(a) See paragraphs 24 and 25 of the Explanatory Notes. Constant price estimafes are subject to revision each quarter as more up to date information on prices and
commeodity compositions becomes available.

TABLE 9. VALUE OF BUILDING WORK DONE, AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES (3), VICTORIA
ORIGINAL AND SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES

{8 million)
Mew residennal buiiding Atsgrations and Non-residensial building
} additions fo
Other residennal residential Privare Toral
Period Hotizes buildings Toral buidings sectar Tasal breilding
ORIGINAL

1992-93 21875 241.0 242835 5543 1.831.1 24376 FALL4
1943-94 2.3R27 349.1 27318 &15.0 17316 24111 57519
1994951 23732 1655 17387 652.2 1.970.9 18704 6.261.3
1994 June qir 611.9 96.6 T0R.5 171.4 4980 6954 1,575.3
Sept. qir 626.9 104.0 730.9 167.7 458 4 6178 1.536.4
Dec. gtr 6653 87.0 7623 1B6.5 §14.1 7505 : 1,699.3

1995 Mar. qtr 5357 71.6 607.3 1499 4337 644.6 1,401 8
Tune qirr 5453 919 638.2 148.1 5737 8375 16238
Sept. qir 5492 104.% 654.0 1568 593.5 8337 16445

SEASONALLY ADJUSTED

1994 June gtr &0 .6 94.7 696.8 168.0 4492 6319 1.510.0
Sept. qtr 6233 106.5 7288 1712 4527 628.6 1.525.2

Dec. gtr 6362 91.0 7288 172.2 5140 7397 1,61%.0
19495 Mar. qtr 5747 76.3 649.7 1633 404 4 416 1.558.2
June gqir v 3366 9t 628.2 1452 517.0 7603 1.555.8
Sept. gqrr 5456.0 107.5 651.9 1611 588.6 3225 1.633.5

(a) See paragraphs 24 to 26 of the Explanatory Notes. Constant price estimates are subject to revision each quarter as more up to date information on prices and commodity
compasirions becomes available.
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TABLE 10, NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS BY OWNERSHIP.
CLASS OF BUILDER AND STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION,

VICTORIA
Pavate secrar Public sector Total
Honses
Hher Qther Other
Contractor- residential residential residential
Period bl Qrher Totel  Dudldings Toral Houses  buridings Forail Houses  buildings Foral
COMMENCED
1992.43 17.525 7107 24633 2,155 26,788 1,084 283 1,387 25717 2438 28155
1993-94 11,678 5,292 26970 1130 30,100 934 432 1,366 27,904 31562 31,466
1994-85 1 20,73t 4,608 15,338 1077 1R 415 508 5358 1.043 258456 3612 29458
1994 June atr 5635 1.243 6.89% 677 1576 Lo 205 315 7009 882 7841
Sept. gtr 5,884 10758 6959 611 7570 13% 96 235 7.09% 707 7,805
Dec. gir 6.049 1.344 7.393 818 2211 128 91 219 7.521 H 8.430
1995 Mar. qir 4,356 1,004 5360 722 6.082 134 207 4] 5.4%4 929 6423
June qtrt 4,442 1,185 5,627 926 6553 107 141 24K 5734 1,067 6 .80
Sept. qir 4,1% 1.436 5,625 340 5,965 183 333 516 5.808 673 6.4%!1
UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT END OF PERIOD
1992-23 5.042 K006 11.048 1.501 12,549 724 52t 1,245 11,772 2,022 13,704
1993-94 6,920 44973 11,893 1.8G8 13,791 469 457 236 12.362 2355 14,717
199495 ¢ 6238 4145 10,38) 2261 12,642 287 -1 791 10,668 2.765 13433
1994 June qir 6.920 4973 11,843 1.89% 13.791 469 457 926 12.362 2355 14117
Sept. gtr 7,204 4920 12,124 1833 13,957 353 518 871 12,477 2,351 14,828
Dec. qtr 7.091 4.539 11.630 1.786 13416 k] 473 774 11.931 12589 14,190
1995 Mar. gtr 6476 4302 10,778 1,994 12772 302 612 914 11,080 2.606 13,686
Jupe qtrr 6,236 4.145 10,381 2,261 12,642 287 S04 791 10,668 2.765 13,433
Sept. gor 5.958 4.095 10,054 202 12175 336 666 1.002 10,390 2,787 13,177
COMPLETED
1992-93 17,185 7297 24,481 1.898 26379 618 668 1286 25,099 2,566 27,665
1993-94 19.928 6.028 25955 2,713 28,668 1,163 496 1,659 27,118 1200 30327
199495 ¢ 21575 51K 26,693 2412 29,105 687 480 1167 27380 2892 272
1994 June qtr ’ 5,335 1.280 6,615 714 7329 310 36 346 6.925 750 T6HTS
Sept. gtr 5.601 1.12¢9 6,730 671 7401 254 31 2835 6,984 762 7.686
Dec. gir 6,161 1.667 1,828 863 2,691 178 132 310 £,006 995 9.041
1995 Mar. qir 5.053 1125 6,178 512 6.690 133 68 201 6311 580 6891
Tuane girr 4,760 1.197 5957 366 6323 122 249 371 6,079 615 6,694
Sept. qtr 3 450 1470 5921 445 6,366 134 17 308 6,055 ale 6671
TABLE 11. SUMMARY OF BUIL.DING ACTIVITY, VICTORIA
RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS (PER CENT)
SEPTEMBER QUARTER 1995
New residennal building Value
Houses foral Alreranons
Ownership and stage N“'”bf-": of and additions
of construction dwelling to residential Tatal
' Number Value urnits Value bildings buitlding
PRIVATE SECTOR
Commenced 26 30 24 29 36 1.6
{Inder construction at end of period 30 30 25 25 29 11
Complered 13 4.7 4.0 44 4.7 21
Value of work done .- 28 . 25 pAY 13
Value of work yet to be done .- 41 .. 31 34 1.3
TOTAL PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SECTORS
Commenced 15 30 2.2 2.7 34 1.4
Under construction at end of period 29 30 23 23 2% 0.9
Completed 42 4.6 38 42 45 1.8
28

Value of work done .. 2R .. 24

1.}
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" EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains detailed results from the
quarterly Building Activity Survey. Users should note that data
for the latest quarter is subject to revision.

2. The statistics are compiled on the basis of returns
collected from builders and other individuals and organisations
‘engaged in building activity. The quarterly survey consists of
two components.

(a) A sample survey of private sector house building
activity involving new house construction or altera-
tions and additions valued at $10,000 or more lo
houses.

(b) A complete enumeration of jobs involving construc-
tion of new residential buildings other than private
seclor houses, all alterations and additions to residen-
tial buildings (other than private sector houses) with
an approval value of $10,000 or more, and all non—
residential building jobs with an approval value of
$50,000 or more.

3. Prior to the September quarter 1990, the cut—off for
inclusion of non-residential building jobs (both new and al-
terations and additions) was $30,000 or more and prior to the
September quarter 1985 it was $10,000 or more. Care should
be taken in interpreting data for specific classes of non-resi-
dential building.

4. The use of sample swrvey techniques in the Building
Activity Survey means that reliable cstimates of private sector
house building activity, including alterations and additions to
houses, arc available only at the State/Territory and Australia
levels with the exception of the Northern Territory. However,
dwelling unit commencement data for regions below State
level arc shown in the monthly serics of dwelling unil com-
mencements compiled by State offices of the ABS. Data from
this series, unlike those compiled from the Building Activity
Survey, are based on information reported by local and other
government authorities.

Scope and coverage

5. The statistics relate to building activity which includes
construction of new buildings and alterations and additions to
existing buildings. Construction activity not defined as build-
ing (e.g. construction of roads, bridges, railways, earthworks,
etc.) is excluded.

6. Building jobs included in each quarter in the Building
Activity Survey comprise those building jobs selected in pre-
vious quarters which have not been completed (or com-
menced) by the end of the previous quarter and those building
Jobs newly selected in the current quarter. The population list
from which building jobs are selected for inclusion comprises
all approved building jobs which were notified to the ABS up
to but not including the last month of the reference quarter (e.g.
up to the end of August in respect of the September quarter
survey). This introduces a Iag to the statistics inrespect of those
building jobs notified and commenced in the last month of the
reference quarter (e.g. for the month of September in respect
of the September quarter survey). For example, building jobs
which were notified as approved in the month of June and
which actually commenced in that month are shown as com-
mencements in the September quarter. Similarly, building jobs
which were notified in the month of September and which
actually commenced in that month are shown as commence-
ments in the December quarter.

Definitions

7. A building is defined as a rigid, fixed and permancnt
structure which has a roof. Its intended purpose is primanly to
house people, plant, machinery, vehicles, goods or livestock.
Anintegral feature of abuilding’s design, 1o satisfy its intended
use, is the provision for regular access by persons.

8 A dwelling unit is defined as a sell-contained suile of
rooms, including cooking and bathing facilities and intended
for long—term residential use. Units (whether self-contained
or not) within buildings offering institutional care, such as
hospitals, ortemporary accommodation such as motels, hostels
and holiday apartments, arc not delined as dwelling units. The
value of units of this type is included in the appropriate
category of non-residential building.

9, A residential building is defined as a building pre-
dominantly consisting of onc or more dwelling units. Residen-
tial buildings can be cither houses or other residential
buildings.

(@ A house is delincd as a detached building predomi-
nantly used for long—term residential purposes and
consisting of only one dwelling unit. Thus, detached
‘granny flats” and detached dwelling units {such as
carctakers’ residences) associated with non—residen-
tial buildings arc defined as houses for the purpose of
these statistics.

(&) An other residential building is defincd as a building

which is predontinantly used for long~term residential

purposcs and which contains {or has attached to it}
mote than onc dwelling unit fe.g. includes town-
houses, duplexces, apartment buildings, etc.).

10. The number of dwelling units created by altcrations
and additions to existing buildings, and through the construc-
tion of new non-residential buildings, is not included in the
tables but is shown as a footnote to Table 1.

1L Commenced. A building job is regarded as com-
menced when the first physical building activity has been
performed on site in the form of materials fixed in place and/or
labour ¢xpended (this includes site preparation but cxcludes
delivery of building materials, the drawing of plans and speci-
fications and the construction of non-building infrastructures
such as roads).

12. Under construction. A building job is regarded as
being under construction at the end of a period if it has been
commenced but has not been completed, and work on it has
not been abandoned.

13 Comnipleted. A building job is regarded as completed
when building activity has progressed to the stage when the
building can {ulfil its intended function. In practice, the ABS
rcgards buildings as completed when noltfied as such by
respondents to the survey.

Valuation of huilding jobs

14, The value series in this publication are derived from
estimates reported on survey returns as follows.

(a) Value of building consmmenced or under construction
represents the anticipated completion value based,
where practicable, on estimated market or contract
price of building jobs excluding the value of tand and
landscaping. Sitc preparation costs are included.
Where building jobs proceed over several quarters, the



anticipated completion valuc reported onthe return for
the first {(commencement) quarier may be amended on
returns for subsequent (under construction) quarters as
the job nears completion.
(b) Value of building completed represents (he aclual
completion vatue based, where practicable, on the
market or contract price of building jobs including site
preparation costs but excluding the value of land and
landscaping.

Vatue of building work done during the period repre—
sents the estimated value of building work actually
carried out duting the quarter on building jobs which
have commenced.

{©)

(d) Value of building work yet to be done represents the
difference between the anticipated completion value
and the estimaled value of work done up to the end of
the period on building jobs commenced but not com—

pleted.

Building classification

15. Ownership. The ownership of a building is classified
as either public sector or private secfor according o the sector
of the intended owner of the completed building as evident at
the time of approval. Residential buildings being constructed
by private sector builders under government housing authority
schemes whereby the authority has contracted, or intends to
conttact, 1o purchase the buildings on or before completion,
are classified as public sector.

16. Builder type. Houses are classilied according to the
type of builder as follows.

(@) Contractor—built houses are those constructed by a
private recognised building contractor, either under
contract, or in anticipation of sale or renial.

(b} Houses built by other than contract builders are those
constmucted by an owner {other than a recognised
building contractor} or under the owner’s direction,
without the services of a single contractor responsible
for the whole job. Houses built by businesses (other
than recognised building contractors) and pubkic sec-
tor organisations are also included in this category.

17 Functional classification of buildings. A building is
classified according to its intended major function. Hence, a
building which is ancillary to other buildings or forms a part
of a group of related buildings is classilied (o the function of
the building and not to the function of the group as a whole.
An example of this can be seen in the treatment of building
work approved for a factoty complex. In this case a detached
administration building would be classified to Offices, a de—
tached cafetena building to Shops, while factory buildings
would be classified to Factories. An exception io this rule is
the treatment of group accommodation buildings where, for
example, a student accommodation building on a university
campus would be classified to Educational.

18, Examples of the types of buildings included under
¢ach main functional heading are shown in the following list.

(a) [IHouses. Includes cottages, bungalows, detached care-
takers'/managers’ cotlages, reclories.

(b) Other residential buildings. Includes blocks of flats,
home units, attached townhouses, villa units, ierrace
houses, semi—detached houses, maisonettes.

(c) [Hofels, etc. Includes motels, hostels, boarding houses,

guesthouses, holiday apartment buildings.
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(d) Shops. Includes retail shops, restaurants, cafes, (av—
erns, dry cleavers, laundromats, hair salons, shopping

arcadces.

Factories. Includes paper mills, oil refinery buildings,
brickworks, foundrics, powerhouses, manufacturing
laboralorics, workshops as part of a manufacturing
Process.

(e}

ey

Offices. Includes banks, post oflices, council chant
bers, head and regional offices.

(g) Other business premises. Includes warehouses, stor—
age depots, service stations, transpori depols and ter—
minals, electricity sub-station buildings, pumping
station buildings. telephone exchanges, mail sorting
centres, broadcasting stations, film studios.

(b Educational. Includes schools, colleges, kindergar—
tens, libraries, muscums, art galleries, research and
teaching laboratories. tleological colleges.

(iy Religious. Includes churches, chapels. templges.

() Health. Includes hospitals, nursing homes, surgeries,
clinics, medical centres.

Enfertutnment and recreational. Includes clubs. thea-
tres. ciiemas, public halls, gymnasiums. grand—
stands, squash courts. sports and recreaiton centres.

)

Miscellaneous. Includes law courts, homes for the
aged (where medical care is not provided as a nornal
service), orphanages, gaols, barracks, mine buildings,
glasshouses, livestock sheds, shearing sheds. fruit and
skin drying sheds, public toilets, and ambulance, fire
and police stations.

M

Reliability of the estimates

9. Since the figures for private sector house building
aclivity (including altcrations and additions) are derived from
information obtained from a samplc of approved building jobs,
they are subject to sampling error. that is, they may differ from
the figures that would have been obtained if information for alk
approved jobs for the relevant period had been included in the
survey. One measure of the likely difference is given by the
standard error, whichindicates the extent to which anestimate
might have varied by chance because only a sample of ap-
proved jobs was included. There are about two chances in three
that a sample estimate will difTer by less than one standard error
from the figure that would have been obtained if all approved
Jjobs had been included, and about nineteen chances in twenty
that the difference will be less than two standard errors. An-
other measure of sampling variability is the relative standard
error, which is obtained by expressing the standard error as a
percentage of the estimate to which it refers. The relative
standard errors of estimates provide an indication of the per-
centage crrors likely to have occurred duc 1o sampling, and arc
shown in Table 11.

20. Anexample of the usc of relative standard errors is as
follows. Assurue that the estimate of the number of new private
scctor houscs comnenced during the latest quarter is 2,000 (for
actual cstimate see Table 2) and that the associated relative
standard error is 2.5 per cent (for actual pescentage see Tabic
11). There would then be about two chances in three that the
number which would have been obtained if information had
been collected about all approved private scctor housc jobs
would have been within the range 1,950 1o 2,050 (2.5 per cent
of 2,000 is 50) and about nineteen chances in twenty that the
nnmber would have been within the range 1,900 to 2,100,
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21. The imprecision dug to sampling variability, which is
measured by the relative standard error, should not be confused
with inaccuracies that may occur because of inadequacies in
the source of building approval information, imperfcctions in
reporting by respondents, and crrors made in the coding and
processing of data. Inaccuracies of this kind are referred to as
non-sampling error, and may occur in any enumeration
whether it be a fuli count or only a sample. Every effort is made
to reduce the non—sampling error to a minimum by the careful
design of questionnaires, efforts to obtain responses for all
selected building jobs, and efficient operating procedures.

Seasonal adjustment

22, Scasonally adjusted building statistics are shown in
Tables 6, 7 and 9. In the seasonally adjusted series, account has
been taken of normal seasonal factors and trading day effects
(arising from the varying numbers of Sundays, Mondays,
Tuesdays cic. in the quarter} and the clfect of the movement in
the date of Easter which may, insuccessive years, alfect figurcs
for diffcrent quarters. Further information about seasonal ad-
justment can be obtained from the Assistant Direclor of Time
Series Analysis, Canberra, on (06) 252 6345,

23, Since seasonally adjusted statistics reflect both irregu-
lar and irend movements, an upward or downward movement
in a scasonally adjusted series does not necessarily indicate a
change of trend. Particular care should therefore be taken in
interpreting individual quarter to quarter movemenis. Each of
the component series shown has been seasonally adjusted
independently. As a consequence, while the unadjusted com-
ponents in the original series shown add to the totals, the
adjusted components may not add 1o the adjusted totals. Fur-
ther, the difference between independently seasonally adjusted
serics does not necessarily produce series which are optimal or
even adequate adjustments of the similarly derived original
scrics. Thus the figures which can be derived by subtracting
seasonally adjusted private sector dwelling units from the
seasonally adjusted total should not be used to represent sea-
sonally adjusted public sector dwelling units.

Estimates at constant prices

24, Estimates of the value of commencements and work
done at average 1989-90 prices are shown in Tables 8 and 9.
Constant price estimates measure changes in value after the
direct elfects of price changes have been eliminated. The
deflators used to revalue the current price estimates in this
publication are derived from the same price data underlying
the deflators compiled for the dwellings and non—dwelling
construction components of the national accounts aggregate
‘Gross fixed capital expenditure’.
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25, Estimates at constant prices are subject 1o a number of
approximations and assumiptions. Further information on the
nature and concepts of constant price estimates is contained in
Chapter 4 of Australian National Accounts: Concepts, Sources
and Methods (5216.0).

26. The factors used to seasonaily adjust the constant price
series are identical to those used to adjust the corresponding
current price scries.

Unpublished data and related publications

27. The ABS can also make available certain building
approvals and activity data which are not published. Where it
is not practicable to provide the required information by tele-
phone, data can be provided in the following forms: micro-
ficlie. photocopy, computer printout, floppy disk and clerically
extracted tabulation. Inquiries should be made to the contact
shown at the front of this publication,

28. Users may also wish to refcr lo the following building
and construction publications which are available on request:

Building Apprevals, Australia (8731.0) - monthly ($13 50)

Building Approvals, Victoria (8731.2) — monthly ($13.00)

Dwelling Unif Commencemenis Reported by Approving
Authorities, Victoria (8741.2) — monthly ($12.00)

Building Activity, Australia: Dwelling Unit Commence—
ments, Preliminary ($750.0) — quarterly ($11.00)

Engineering Construction Activity, Australia (8762.0) -
quarterly ($11.00)

29. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fndays, a
Release Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be released
in the next few days. The Catalogue and Release Advice are
available from any ABS office.

Symbols and other usages

not applicable
— nil or rounded to zero
r figute or series revised since previous 1ssue
30. Where figures have been rounded. discrepancies may

occur between sums of the component items and tolals.

STUART JACKSON
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician



Statistics

For more information ...

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia’s economic and
social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications and other products can be
found in the ABS Catalogue of Pubiications and Products available at all ABS Offices (see
below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service

information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information Consultancy
Service available at ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below for contact details).

Natlonal Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

{Steadycom PAL: premium rate 25c21 4 secs.)
This number gives you 24 hour access, 365 days a year for a range of statistics.

Electronlc Data Services

A large range of data is available via on-line setvices, diskette, magnetic tape, tape cartridge
and CD ROM. For more details about our electronic data services, contact any ABS Office (see
below).

Bookshops and Subscriptions

There is a large number of ABS publications available from ABS bookshops (see below Bookshop
Sales for contact details). The ABS also provides a subscription service through which nominated
publications are supplied by mail on a regular basis (telephone Subscription Service toll free on
1800 02 0608 Australia wide).

Sales and Inquiries

525 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000

Regional Offices Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales
SYDNEY (02) 268 4611 268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 9615 7755 9615 7829
BRISBANE (07) 3222 6351 3222 6350
PERTH {09) 360 5140 360 5307
ADELAIDE (08) 237 7100 237 7582
HOBART (002) 20 5800 20 5800
CANBERRA  (06) 207 0326 207 0326
DARWIN (089) 43 2111 43 2111
National Office
ACT (06) 252 6627 252 5249
ABS Email Addresses

Keylink STAT.INFO/ABS

X.400 (C:Australia, PUB:Telememo,O:ABS ,FN:STAT . SN:INFO)

fnternet Stat.info@abs.telememo.au

>

Information Services, ABS, GPQO Box 2796Y, Melbourne 3001
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